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On station, brightness is driven by antennas During orbit raise, brightness is driven by the
since the satellite is in the "shark-fin” “open book™ configuration for thrusting and
configuration during sunset and sunrise. drag and sunlight reflects off both the

antenna and array.
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SHARK-FIN OPEN BOOK
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DARKSAT
ANTENNAE MITIGATION ON STATION

Ground-based observations of our initial
test experiment proved we can significantly

reduce brightness. Subsequently, we

developed a higher-performance option.
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There are already 4900 satellites in orbit, which people notice ~0% of the time. Starlink won’t be
seen by anyone unless looking very carefully & will have ~0% impact on advancements in
astronomy. We need to move telelscopes to orbit anyway. Atmospheric attenuation is terrible.
pic.twitter.com/OuWYfNmwOD

Elon Musk (@elonmusk) May 27, 2019 —
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